
  

 

  
  

 

Former Jazz Festival sponsor flushes portable 
toilet support 

By Nancy A. Fischer - NEWS NIAGARA BUREAU 

Updated: 08/20/07 6:51 AM 

 
LEWISTON — Modern Landfill, one of many sponsors for the upcoming 
weekend’s Historic Lewiston Jazz Festival, pulled out its in-kind support last 
week. 

That leaves festival organizers having to pay for an important festival feature: 
Portable toilets. 

Lewiston Mayor Richard F. Soluri, also the jazz festival board chairman, said 
Modern usually provides portable sanitation for the three-day festival but this 
year sent organizers a price list instead. 

Modern Landfill has come under fire recently from both residents and 
politicians for the company’s request to increase the amount of garbage 
coming to its site on Model City Road in the Town of Lewiston. 

“The fact is that they withdrew their support because they are not getting 
support from the community,” Soluri said. 

Not so, said Modern Chief Executive Officer Gary Smith. 

“We decided that the event was well-supported and are redirecting our 
funding to festivals that are more in need,” Smith said. 

He said Modern gave $5,000 in both cash and in-kind support to the recent 
Lewiston Art Festival and plans to provide donations for the upcoming 
Lewiston Kiwanis Peach Festival. 

Town Supervisor Fred Newlin, who also sits on the board for the jazz festival, said it will take $1,500 to 
cover the cost. He said festival organizers have enough to cover it. 
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“I think it’s unfortunate,” Newlin said. “They’ve always been a good corporate citizen, but that’s a 
decision they have to make.” 

Smith said Modern Landfill never promised jazz fest organizers “anything in writing,” and they gave 
plenty of notice they wouldn’t be providing the portable toilets gratis. 

Soluri said he learned they learned they would be charged at the beginning of August when they were 
sent a price list. 

“Every few years, we reexamine our [sponsorship] funding,” Smith said. “We already exceed $200,000 
a year, including in-kind funding, for events, which is not even part of our host community agreement.” 

The Historic Lewiston Jazz Festival is now in it’s sixth year and will run Friday through Sunday. It has a 
budget of $123,000, with another approximately $7,000 coming from inkind services, according to 
Sandra Hays-Mies, president of the Lower Niagara River Region Chamber of Commerce. 

The majority of funding comes from the founding sponsor, the New York Power Authority, which 
provides $70,000. Other major funding comes from WKBW-TV and Sevenson Environmental, $35,000 
and $10,000 respectively. Hayes-Mies said these numbers don’t account for the many volunteer hours 
that are put in. 

More than 40 local businesses and agencies are also sponsors for the event, Hayes- Mies said. 
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Find this article at:  
http://www.buffalonews.com/cityregion/niagaracounty/story/144793.html 
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